What is an Obedience Title Anyway?
by Sandy Mowery

Not just a brag, not just a stepping stone to higher titles, a title is a tribute to the dog that bears
it, a way of honoring the dog, an ultimate memory. It will remain in record and in memory for
as long as anything in this world can remain. Few humans will do as well or better in that
regard.

And though the dog itself doesn't know or care that its achievement have been noted, a title
says many things in the world of humans, where such things count.

A title says your dog was intelligent and adaptable, and good natured. It says that your dog
LOVED YOU enough to do the things that pleased you, however crazy they may have
sometimes seemed.

And a title says that you LOVED YOUR DOG, that you love to spend time with it because it
was a good dog, that you believed in it enough to give it yet another chance when it failed, and
that in the end, your faith was justified.

A title proves that your dog inspired you to that special relationship enjoyed by so few, that in a
world of disposable creatures, this dog with this title was greatly love, and loved greatly in
return.

And when that dear short life is over, the title remains as a memory of the finest kind, the best
you can give to a deserving friend, volumes of praise in one small set of initials after a name.

An obedience title (or any working title) is nothing, less love and respect given and received
and permanently recorded.

Webmaster's note: This article was written by Sandy Mowry who is a frequent contributor to
Front And Finish. While it primarily focuses on obedience titles we all could easily insert hunt
test title, agility title, rally title, fly ball title, tracking title and so on into the text of the article and
it would be every bit as pertinent.

Front & Finish® is an organization devoted to the sport of obedience dog training and
associated performance events. In addition to their monthly magazine which contains a wealth
of information on Obedience, Agility, Field, Flyball, Freestyle, Herding, Rally, Tracking, and
much more; Front & Finish® sponsors educational seminars, provides support to all
performance events, encourages tournaments, and assists training organizations. They also
acknowledge the accomplishments of exhibitors though several recognitions, awards, and
rating systems.
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