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I want to remind everyone the club will be having our FIRST membership meeting
for 2015 at the IHOP in Issaquah on March 18, at 6:30 p.m. The main topic on
the agenda will be voting on the club’s Code of Ethics. More information on the
changes will be in this newsletter.
 PSLRA will be having our education booth at the Seattle Kennel Club All Breed
Dog Show on March 7 and 8. The club still needs volunteers for the booth. Please
contact Shelah Frey or Tamaria Hartman if you are interested in helping.
The club’s Fun Field Training day will be on March 28 at Greenleaf’s in Monroe.
See the flyer in this newsletter. If you would like to help, please contact Fran
Seagren. This is a great place to introduce puppies or older dogs to birds. There will
also be more advanced stakes for Junior and Senior level dogs.
 I want to let everyone know the Spring Working Certificate scheduled on April 18
has been cancelled due to the bird flu. The club will be having a Fall WC on
September 12.
 As you can see, Spring is a very busy time for the club. Please mark your calendars
to come out and watch or help at our events. Your help is greatly appreciated. Our
club events cannot happen or be successful without volunteers.
On the first weekend of May, hunt test season begins locally. Our AKC hunting
retriever test will be held at Pepper’s Farm near Carnation on May 2 and 3. The test
involves all levels of performance: Master Hunter (Saturday and Sunday), Senior
Hunter (Saturday), and Junior Hunter (Sunday).
We need your help to put on this event, and no prior experience is needed. If you
would like to volunteer, please email Liz Gibson at liz@telopealabs.com. We have
many jobs to fill, and we try to keep the shifts as short as possible. If you cannot
volunteer, you should still come out and watch the event. It is a great opportunity to
see some great work by our dogs and their handlers. This is a true performance event
where the dogs must accomplish several retrieving and other tasks.
Also due to the bird flu, the club is looking for an individual to travel on Thursday
prior to the test to pick up birds from the bird supplier in Caldwell, Idaho Friday a,m.
and deliver the birds back to Pepper’s on Friday evening. The club will pay for fuel,
meals, Thursday night hotel, and $100.00 per day for your time. If interested
please contact Liz Gibson at liz@telopealabs.com.
I hope to see club members at our coming events. Happy Training to all!
~ Kimberly
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club business

Newsletter Information:
Publishing of an article or advertisement
Fran Seagren

17816 SE Green Valley Rd

Auburn, WA 98092

e-mail: labrdrs@earthlink.net

Submissions must be received by the editor
by the 20th of each month. Please use

“newsletter ideas” in subject line.

The Retriever Believer is published monthly

by the Puget Sound Labrador Retriever

Association. Non-member subscriptions are

$20/year. Contributions in the form of articles,

letters or money are always welcome. Letters

to the editor should not exceed one page of

typeset in the newsletter. It is our goal to

provide an open forum where members can

present their views to the club. The editor and

the board of directors reserve the right to

decline publication of advertising and other

material submitted for publication.

The Retriever Believer will publish brags

(free) and Puppy Referral litter listings

provided a club member owns either the sire

or the dam and a $10 listing fee has been paid

to Puppy Referral. All litter listings and litter

advertising must comply with the PSLRA

Code of Ethics.

Editor: Fran Seagren

Layout: Chris Roth

Membership in the PSLRA is open to
anyone interested in Labrador retrievers.
Annual dues are $20 for individuals, $25 for
families. Junior memberships are $10 (for a
separate listing in the membership book and
a separate newsletter). Please note that new

members require the signature of two sponsors

on the application form.

Address requests for information to:

Stephanie Harris and Brenda Hubbard,
Co-Membership Chairs
www.pslra.org

IMPORTANT DATES

March 7, 8, Seattle
Kennel Club booth,
Sheila Frey & Tamara
Hartman

March 18, board/
members meeting,
6:30 p.m., IHOP,
Issaquah

March 28, Field Day
Greenleaf’s in
Monroe, Fran
Seagren

February board meeting

✤

✤!

PSLRA Board Meeting was called to

order at 6:31 p.m. at the home of Shelah

Frey, Wednesday, February 18, 2015.

Board Members present were Kimberly

Dotson, Marlys Swanson, Jen Hajny, Jill

Mahoney. General Members present were

Stephanie Harris, Shelah Frey, Nina

Mann, Diane Sullenberger, Tamaria

Hartman, Lizzie Moir, and Sonya Dudder.

Officer Reports
Secretary: The club received a letter from

Rainier Sporting Dog Association inviting

PSLRA to take part in the Judges

Education Seminar for our breed at the

January Puyallup cluster in 2016. The

letter will be forwarded to the board for

more discussion.

Treasurer: Total Assets: $19,457.10

Acknowledgments
We would like to thank the following

people for organizing these events:

—Nina Mann and Nancy Harney -

Show n Go

—Tamaria Hartman - Sportsman Show

—Kim Dotson and Stacey Parsons -

Annual Banquet

Committee Reports
Rescue: None at this time. Brenda

Hubbard was unable to attend the

meeting.

New Members: None at this time.

February Tracking Test: All full with

eight on waiting list.

PSLRA Field Day: March 28. Please

watch for more information regarding this

event. Contact Fran Seagren so she knows

how many entries to expect, and/or if you

would like to volunteer to help. Many

more volunteers are needed to make this a

successful event. The flyer is being

updated and information regarding this

will be in March newsletter and sent to

members directly instead of using the

LabChat.

SKC Booth and Meet the Breed: Our

Chairmen for this event (Marlys, Shelah

and Tamaria) will be looking for

volunteers to help with both of these.

Watch the Yahoo chat group for

opportunities to help.

Spring WC: Due to the bird flu, there is

not a way to get birds for the Spring WC.

Shelah motioned to cancel the spring WC.

Nina seconded the motion. Motion passed

unanimously.

Spring Hunt Test: Kim went to meeting

with Chuck Hilton, Liz Gibson, Jerry

Leitch, Jim Olson, Cindy Olson, and Chris

Dotson regarding the bird situation for the

upcoming hunt test events. The club has to

buy (splitting three ways with other clubs)

35 bird crates and go to Idaho to pick up

birds. A volunteer is needed to go over on

Thursday two days before the test and

pick up the birds in Idaho on Friday a.m.,

and bring the birds directly to Pepper’s.

The club will pay for the following: one

night in a motel, meals, gas and will pay

$100.00 per day for their time. Crates will

have to be sanitized before going back to

get the second shipment of birds. There

will be information in the newsletter

regarding this issue, looking for

volunteers, and explaining the entry price

increase. Entry fees will be increased to

the following for 2015: Masters - $85.00,

Senior - $75.00, and Juniors - $70.00.

Need many more volunteers. Expense for

crates will be included in the hunt test

budget.

Spring Agility Trial: The location will be

changing to Mt. Vernon.

Fun Match: Need judges. Marlys will

move forward with this, as well as

procuring the regular site in Renton.

Specialty: Jill sent paperwork to AKC. We

are waiting for approval from AKC. All

judges have accepted assignment. Jill is

still looking for a Juniors judge to

complete the panel.

Old Business
Annual Donation: Diane will contact

Raquel Lackey from Hope Animal

Assistant Crisis Response to get a write up

for presentation at our next meeting.

Sale of Club Trailer: Shelah will clean the

trailer and post photo with information in

the April newsletter. Club will accept

silent bids sent to Shelah. The deadline will be

April 15.

Code of Ethics: Nina gave suggestions for

updating the litter listing information.

There was a discussion about the fee for

the litter listing. Motion by Jill to lower

litter listing fee back to a $10 donation,

Diane seconded. Motion was called to

question - Six approved, four opposed,

one abstained. Motion was carried. The

March newsletter will have a write up

about changing the code of ethics with the
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vote to be held at the March membership

meeting. Kim will forward write up from

MJ to Fran for publication in newsletter.

Breeders List: If someone sends in money

for the breeders list, and has not

volunteered, the money will be refunded.

Chairman Gifts: Jill will be mailing the

chairman gifts out this weekend. Many

will come by email, so make sure Jill has

your correct email address if you chaired

an event in 2014.

New Business
HRT Trailer Agreement between RHRC &
PSLRA: Kim met with RHRC and signed

an agreement on the usage of the trailer. A

copy of the agreement will be kept in the

Board files.

HRT information for 2015: See notes for

Spring Hunt Test in Committee reports.

Judges Education Seminar at Puyallup: Jen

will forward the letter from RSDA to the

BOD, and continue discussion via Board

chat.

Open Discussion
—For those chairing an event, please keep

in mind to be specific when asking for

volunteers and what is needed. This will

help club members understand what is

required.

—A suggestion was made regarding the

Specialty dinner that the BOD also

announce awards given at the January

Banquet. The BOD thought this was a

great idea. If anyone is interested in

taking this on, please contact one of your

Board members.

Meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.

Next Meeting: March 18, Membership

Meeting, IHOP in Issaquah
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At the Puyallup Dog Show in January,  Can.Ch.Max-A-Million, “Max” earned his second major under Judge Jodi P. Martin.

He was beautifully shown by Angela Rogalla and is loved and owned by Bruce Ferguson—submitted by Bea Ferguson

Brags
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PSLRA Field Day 2015
March 28, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Greenleaf’s Property, Monroe, Washington
FIELD DAY INFORMATION:
- Beginner dogs and puppies – no cost
- Junior and Senior dogs - $10 a dog (to cover bird and ammo costs)
- Pre-Registration deadline March 21. Limit 30 dogs per stake.
- Training devices may be used in all stakes. (long or short leads, heeling sticks, e-collars, etc.).
- Check in when you arrive at 9 a.m.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Beginner Stake and brief educational offerings with Q&A starts at 9:30.
Beginner Stake is for handlers with puppies (over 4 months) and dogs NEW to retrieving. This stake is for puppies
or dogs that have not retrieved birds and are new to field work. This is also the ideal place for you to enter your puppy
or dog if you are aiming to earn a Working Certificate later this year. We recommend starting with the educational
offerings - the field work will begin after the educational sessions are over:

 - Basics of field work and obedience
 - Popper gun management
 - How to work a winger

The Beginner Stake goal is to excite your dog, work on retrieving a bird at short distances, familiarize them with dead
birds, duck calls, pistol shots. If you are not sure where to start, this is the place. Bring a long line or lead.
There will be NO LIVE PIGEONS at the Beginner Stake.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Junior Stake is for dogs that have retrieved birds before - meaning they will go out, pick up a bird and bring it back.
Starting with distances of 25-50 yards, single marks, flat cover. There will be a single holding blind before the line.
You’ll be retrieving live shot pigeons and dead birds at this stake.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Senior Stake is for dogs that have had more training, double marks, a blind or two and distances up to 100 yards
with possible obstacles and cover. Dogs will be allowed to honor on lead. There will be multiple holding blinds before
the line. You’ll be retrieving live shot pigeons and dead birds at this stake.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————
ATTN: As this is designed to be a “training day,” we need participants to help as you would at a regular training day
with a group. Meaning, we need people to take turns at the pop and throw stations as well as help in other areas.
Don’t worry if you’ve never done it before, there will be experienced people to instruct as well as help and run their
dogs. We want this to be a great training day for everyone whether this is your first time or not.
Please call or e-mail me with your offer to help!
Pre-Register by filling out the information below and sending it to me:

Fran Seagren, 17816 SE Green Valley Rd, Auburn, WA 98092
If entering the JUNIOR or SENIOR stake, please include check made out to PSLRA - $10 each dog.

If you have any questions or need directions, don’t hesitate to contact me at labrdrs@earthlink.net or call 253-880-
6773. I will confirm each entry as soon as I receive it.
 ———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Waiver:
The Puget Sound Labrador Retriever Association (the Club) assumes no liability for participants, spectators,
or dogs at our Training Day, March 28, 2015. The attendee signing below assumes full responsibility and
acknowledges they understand the type of event they are attending and the activities that will take place. The
Club assumes no liability for injuries, accidents, or any incident resulting from this event whether involving
a participant, spectator, or animal.

NAME & Signature ____________________________________________________________________________
 (Print name) (Sign name)

PHONE: ________________________________ E-MAIL:______________________________________________
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PSLRA held its second Variable Surface Tracking and Tracking Dog Urban tests on February 22. Workers, entrants and spectators

enjoyed the unseasonably warm and

splendid weather.

We had a full test. Four Labradors

were entered in the TDU and three

entries in the VST (Harrier, Belgian

Sheepdog, and Longhaired

Dachshund). We had several alternate

entries on the TDU wait list. One of

those dogs, an English Springer

Spaniel, got to run an official track,

thanks to the judges laying an

alternate track.

On the second track of the day,

Kathleen Ball and Butter, Brigadoon’s

Princess Bride, CDX, TDX, became

our only passing team of the day.

Butter can now add the TDU title to

her name.

Jan Skewes earned the Stinky Feet

award for being Butter’s tracklayer.

Several of the other teams came close,

but had challenges they couldn’t

overcome on that day. I always wish

for more passes. These two tests are

difficult and especially the VST.

Unforeseen and unpredictable challenges the dogs faced included: many tempting feral bunnies; a spectator with a not-friendly Boxer

parked on the last leg of one of the TDU tracks; a worker with a leaf blower next to the second leg of one of the VST tracks; several

Frisbee games going on across the start of one track; plus many, many (fortunately on leash) dogs, little kids, and accompanying

adults out enjoying the incredible weather. Two of the articles on one of the VST tracks had been moved and placed on nearby picnic

tables. (Someone trying to be helpful?)

Tracking tests take many workers to be successful, most of whom commit to two full days of preparation and putting on the test. I

would like to thank everyone who helped make these tests successful!

A special thanks goes to Jan Palumbo for taking on the secretary responsibilities. This was a new job for her. Thanks to Jan Skewes

for getting the judges’ gifts and track laying, Kaari White and Liz O’Callaghan for first time tracklayers, Darlene Pado for coming

back to tracklaying and for taking photos, Michelle Brown for driving the TDU tracklayers and general leading skills, Lucy Isaacson-

Logan for stepping in and driving plus bringing lunch and coffee, Nina Mann for general everything – track laying, bringing

breakfast, snacks and beverages. Fred Drennan and Terry Massagli for tracklaying and creating yet another incredible brunch, plus a

bunch of the paperwork! And, of course, our wonderful judges, Sil Sanders (Stanwood) and Meg Azevedo (Sacramento area) for

putting in very nice tracks and being great to work with all weekend. You all were awesome!

PSLRA puts on two weekends of tracking tests per year, the VST/TDU in February and the TD/TDX in October. Please join us for

fresh air, camaraderie and wonderful dog work.—Franna Pitt, 2015 VST/TDU Chairman

Let’s get tracking

Kathleen Ball and Butter, Brigadoon’s Princess Bride, CDX, TDX, and, now TDU. Shown in
center are Judges Sil Sanders and Meg Azevedo, with Jan Skewes far right.
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Did you forget to renew ?
Dues payable at PSLRA.org.
Everyone please fill out all of your personal information online on www.pslra.org under the drop-down tab entitled

“Membership.” This is required! You can pay your dues via PayPal or if you prefer to pay by check, please send

your check made out to PSLRA to:

Brenda Hubbard

4624 South 358th Street

Auburn WA 98001

When you send your check, you can either print out what you typed online or just include a note, saying you’ve

already signed up online. What you enter online, goes straight into our database; therefore, you’ll be responsible
if there are any typos. Please double-check your entries for correctness.

If you are having any problems or have any questions, please contact me and I’ll help!

Thank you! Brenda

253-661-9443 or brooke-lynn@msn.com
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Dear Members,
On Wednesday, March 18 at our Membership meeting at the IHOP in Issaquah,
you will have the opportunity to vote on the revised Code of Ethics shown below.

PUGET SOUND LABRADOR RETRIEVER ASSOCIATION
CODE OF ETHICS

The Puget Sound Labrador Retriever Association, recognizing our responsibility to the Labrador Retriever and the retriever breed

enthusiast, sets forth this Code of Ethics, to reflect the desire of the membership to:

◆
◆ Keep the Labrador Retriever sound, healthy and free of hereditary diseases.

◆ Maintain the working ability of the Labrador Retriever.

◆ Conform to the American Kennel Club’s published Standard of the Breed.

◆ Be honest in the evaluation of animals used for breeding and/or offered for sale.

◆ Exercise truth in advertising.

As an aid to evaluating the suitability of stud dogs and brood bitches, we recommend that members only use stud dogs and brood

bitches that have met the following criteria:

◆ Labrador Retrievers are registered with the AKC or a recognized foreign registry.

◆ Eyes are examined within 12 months of breeding by a board certified Ophthalmologist (ACVO) and found free of hereditary eye

disease. These results may be submitted to CERF or OFA. After the dog is age 10, annual examinations are no longer necessary.

In the event frozen semen is used to produce a litter, the dog whose semen is used is required to have a current eye clearance.

If, however, that dog is dead, the last clearance within 12 months of the dog’s death or a clearance at age 10 will be accepted.

◆ At least one of the breeding pair be DNA tested clear or certified clear by parentage of PRA-prcd

◆ Hips are certified to be fair, good or excellent AND elbows are certified to be normal by at least one of the following methods:

Certification by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) for dogs/bitches 24 months of age or older.

A PennHip score in the 50th percentile or higher for dogs/bitches 12 months of age or older. Note: PennHip does not certify

elbows

Certification by the Ontario Veterinary College (OVC) prior to May 2012

A Wind-Morgan report certifying that dogs/bitches are free of degenerative joint disease; applies only to frozen semen from

male dogs deceased

◆ Are of sound temperament and free from disqualifications as described in the breed standard.

◆ Failure to actively help in rehoming a dog placed in our rescue program and produced by a club member will result in banning the

use of the litter list and/or being on the breeder’s list.

Members  should guarantee the general health of their puppies at time of sale.

Only those stud dogs, bitches or puppies who have met the above requirements and have certification may be featured at any PSLRA

function that endorses said dogs.

Only those litters whose sire and dam have met the above requirements and dam is owned by a member in good standing of PSLRA

will be allowed to advertise in the Club’s newsletter or be listed with the PSLRA Litter List.

Non members may list only one litter and only if a PSLRA member owns either the stud dog or dam and both meet the above COE.

After that they must become a member of PSLRA to list any litters.
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Club members do not need to be on the Breeder’s List to list a litter and may list as many as they want that meet the COE; however, if

they list more than 2 litters a year, they DO need to meet the Breeder’s List volunteer requirement..

Listings will be for 12 weeks only with no renewals. After twelve weeks the older puppies may be listed in the “older dogs being

placed” category.

When listing a litter fees and or proof of payment through PAYPAL must accompany all health certifications of the sire and dam.

The fee to list a litter is $25 plus a donation to PSLRA Rescue Fund after puppies are sold.

◆ Further, PSLRA urges all members to adopt a spay/neuter program, to sell companion animals on a limited registration, and to take

back any dogs of any age if buyers can no longer keep them for any reason.

◆ A member should not supply puppies for auction or for resale to pet stores, laboratories or other wholesale outlets, in accordance

with AKC guidelines.

In addition to the above PSLRA recommends that  breeding dogs and bitches :

◆ Be examined by a licensed Veterinary Cardiologist and found clear of Tricuspid Valve Disease (TVD) by Echocardiogram

◆ At least one of the breeding pair be DNA tested clear or certified clear by parentage of Exercised Induced Collapse (EIC)

◆ At least one of the breeding pair be DNA tested clear or certified clear by parentage of Centronuclear Myopathy (CNM)

PSLRA also recommends that its members obtain at least one of the following on their stud dogs and brood bitches before using them

in their breeding program:

◆ A qualifying score in AKC Obedience, Hunt Test, Agility, or Rally.

◆ An AKC tracking title or certification as a Therapy Dog.

◆ A Bench Championship point in an AKC licensed dog show.

◆ A judges Award of Merit (JAM) or a placement in an AKC licensed field trial.

◆ A Retriever Club Working Certificate.

◆The equivalent of any of the above by a recognized American or foreign registry/organization.

PSLRA strongly urges its members to exercise good sportsmanship at all dog related events. PSLRA is a volunteer based club, and

thus, rudeness in any form towards any of our volunteers is unacceptable behavior.
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➤➤➤

LIST OF LITTERS BORN OR EXPECTED AS OF 3/1/2015 that conform to the PSLRA Code of Ethics. Information is as submitted by owners and provided as a service
to the public. Listing of litters is in no way an endorsement by PSLRA of any litter or any one litter over another. Litters are removed from the list after 12 weeks.
To publish LITTER LISTINGS in the newsletter, the following information must be available.

* Elbows and hips must be permanently certified on both the sire and dam.
Current Eye clearances on both parents.

* At least one of each breeding pair must be tested and certified clear of EIC, CNM and PRA or be shown as CBP. Heart clearances will be included in the listing at the
discretion of the breeder.
A PSLRA member must own either the sire or the dam and must submit the listing for a non-member.

Please obtain a Litter Listing form from the PSLRA web site, to be used for ALL litters.
All Breeders must update their litters each week with Nina Mann via email (harbortop@netzero.net) as to the sex and color of puppies you have sold. The listing will be
deleted after 12 weeks from the first litter listing date.

1. Mail or email the completed form to Nina Mann, 5706 312th St NW, Stanwood, WA 98292-9649. Please send the $10 listing fee to Jill Mahoney, Treasurer, by check
or PayPal.

2. Your litter notice will appear on the web site and in the next PSLRA newsletter if it conforms to the Code of Ethics.
3. If you know that the Litter Listing and the Puppy Referral programs have helped you sell your puppies, please send a donation to PSLRA (c/o Jill Mahoney,

treasurer) to show your appreciation. These donations will all be used for Lab Rescue.

Litter Listings: None this month.

Older dog listing:

Older Dogs listed do not need to conform to the PSLRA Code of Ethics. Prospective buyers are encouraged to ask about the needs of

these dogs and why the breeder/owner has decided to place them. Many of the dogs listed have basic obedience and are housebroken.

Buda Chocolate Female Spayed
Chocolate Female, 5 years old, AKC registered and spayed. Divorce forces need for a new home. She is a sweet, loyal, house dog

that has hunting experience. She is very smart, well-mannered, attentive, and very healthy. She is an excellent house dog with no bad

habits. She walks well on leash—no pulling, and in public she minds her manners, and just ignores other dogs. She loves people and

kids, but does not do well with other dogs (cats ?). She needs to be a house dog, but does not want to share the house with other dogs.

For more information contact Teresa Meredith (253) 845-1311

Rosie Black female 10 weeks
Very sweet.  Rosie  has had her first shots, eyes checked, and been “good to go” stamped by our Veterinarian.  Her parents have all

clearances.  For further information please contact Jill Mahoney: 253-630-4810.
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THE CENTRAL CALIFORNIA LABRADOR RETRIEVER CLUB and "Paddy" 

Proudly Present: 
Our Second Specialty Show  

The Shamrock Specialty 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday March 15, 2015 

Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, Turlock, CA 
 

Judges: 
Veteran Sweepstakes 

Tom Shearer (Bonaventure)  All  Breed Classes 
 
Plan to attend Saturday night indoor festivities: 
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner Raffle--LIVE Auction during 

dinner ! 
 

Welcome Dinner Saturday night - $10 donation 
 

Also plan to attend: 
 

San Joaquin Valley Labrador Retriever Club Specialty 
Friday March 13th and Saturday March 14th 2015 

 will be the third 
major specialty in one weekend! 

Show Superintendent  for All 3 Specialties: Sharon Licciardi:  

 

 

Paddy says: "Wearing of the green  
to support CCLRC's Shamrock Shenanigans 

is encouraged of all exhibitors!" 
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PSLRA Field Day, March 28


